
����� Recently we have been experiencing several days of rain.  This is a welcome sight to our dry earth.  The grass in my yard was 
starting to show signs that it was in need of moisture.   However, it is amazing how a significant amount of rain can change the appearance 
of the grass!  The grass is now beginning to burst forth with green leaves.  My yard is reacting slowly to the new nourishment but it is re-
sponding.  My garden likes the moisture as well, however, a little warmer weather would help the seeds to germinate and grow at a more 
rapid pace. 
 

     I do not know about you but some times in my spiritual life I go through a similar experience as the dry grass in my yard when I experi-
ence a significant spiritual drought.  It is during those times that my faith is really tested.  It is during those times that I have to fully rely on 
the depth of the roots of my faith.  The deeper my faith the more resistant it is to the periods of spiritual droughts that invade my soul.  My 
hope lies in the fact that God promises that “he will never leave me nor forsake me.”  God has a firm hold on me and will not let me go.  
While he is holding me, he is also giving my spirit the nourishment it needs to experience new life.  The grass in my yard is growing now 
ever so slowly.  More rain would surely help that growth process.  But in the mean time, growth is gradually being restored.  God never 
leaves us but I believe that at times God allows us to experience moments of drought in order that we might learn and grow through the 
process.  If you are going through a spiritual drought at this time just remember to remain faithful to the one who has a firm hold on you.  
God is there and will not leave you because he loves you in a way that you are only beginning to understand.   
�

����� I have a wonderfully true story that testifies to the fact that God--like a loving father is there for us and will not let us go!  
 

      Some years ago, on a hot summer day in South Florida, a little boy decided to go for a swim in the old swimming hole behind his house.   
In a hurry to dive into the cool water, he ran out the back door, leaving behind shoes, socks, and shirt as he went.   He flew into the water, 
not realizing that as he swam toward the middle of the lake, an alligator was swimming toward the shore.  His father, working in the yard, 
saw the two as they got closer and closer together.  
 

      In utter fear, he ran toward the water, yelling to his son as loudly as he could.  Hearing his voice, 
the little boy became alarmed and made a U-turn to swim to his father.   It was too late.  Just as he 
reached his father, the alligator reached him.  
 

      From the dock, the father grabbed his little boy by the arms just as the alligator snatched his legs.   
That began an incredible tug-of-war between the two. The alligator was much stronger than the father 
but the father was much too passionate to let go.  
 

      A farmer happened to drive by, heard his screams, raced from his truck, took aim and shot the 
alligator.  Remarkably, after weeks and weeks in the hospital, the little boy survived.  His legs were 
extremely scarred by the vicious attack of the animal.   And, on his arms, were deep scratches where 
his father's fingernails dug into his flesh in his effort to hang on to the son he loved.   The newspaper 
reporter who interviewed the boy after the trauma, asked if he would show him his scars.   The boy 
lifted his pant legs. And then, with obvious pride, he said to the reporter, 'But look at my arms��� I 
have great scars on my arms, too.   I have them because my Dad wouldn't let go.' 

  
      You and I can identify with that little boy.  We have scars, too.  No, not from an alligator, but the 
scars of a painful past. Some of those scars are unsightly and have caused us deep regret.  But, some 
wounds are because God has refused to let go.   In the midst of your struggle, He's been there holding 
on to you.    Jesus himself has scars to show us from his painful past.  Those scars on Jesus were put 
there because God refused to let us go!  God wants to protect you and provide for you in every way. 
Sometimes we forget that the enemy is waiting to attack us.  We forget that the evil one works relent-
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MOUNTAIN VIEW SMALL GROUPS …  
CONTINUE YOUR JOURNEY! 
Plug into a small group at Mountain View!  We will be trying to focus on a seasonal theme to empha-
size Pastor Steve’s sermon series.  Watch as we start to move forward this summer with “Son Ripened 
Fruit!” and check to see what the groups are up to - all welcome you to join them!  You can check out 

the bulletin board in the Narthex for updated information as well as the website www.MountainViewUMC.org.  If you know of a group that 
is meeting but is not included below please send in the info and I will add it - smgroupcoordinator@mountainviewumc.com!   If you have a 
study in mind, e-mail us and we will find a facilitator and make it happen.  We welcome new ideas!! 
 
Cookin’ Club  ***BRAND NEW, JOIN NOW!! 
Have you ever wondered “What in the world am I making for dinner??”  Well, you are not alone!!!  We all think that from time to time!  
Why not get together with some girlfriends in a kitchen, share some recipes, learn a few tips and make some dinners together?!  Thus, the 
idea for the Cookin’ Club is formed!  Cookin’ Club is another way to be in a small group where a few women will get together to prepare 
meals to feed their families and possibly others too.  Extra meals could be prepared to share with others who need some encouragement. If 
you are interested in joining a Cookin’ Club small group or have any questions email Pat Kuhland 525-6612. 
 
The Followers 
Meet on the 1st & 3rd Sundays/In the Conference Room/11:30am after worship/Facilitator-Penny Waldmann.   
If you are looking for a small group but can't commit to an evening, consider joining us after church.  
Studying: We continue our study of the book Joshua by Joseph Girzone. Anyone interested is invited to attend – IT’S STILL NOT 
TOO LATE TO JOIN US!  We hope to wrap up this study soon.  We are entertaining ideas for the next study - maybe the Red Tent. 
If you have any questions about this small group please contact Penny Waldmann or Kim Phillips at 525-6612 
 
Sunday Night Small Group 
Meet on the nights that PEAKS meets/in the Parlor/5:30-6:30/Facilitator- You'll never guess! 
Our goal is to provide a small group opportunity for parents with kids of all ages to help learn from each other - ALL ARE WEL-
COME!!  It will be designed to be one-time lessons so you can come when you are able! 
 
SALT (Senior Adult Learning Together) 
 We had a wonderful time together in fellowship at Charley’s Restaurant in May.  SALT has decided to continue meeting during the 
summer months.  Our meeting in June will be on the 15 at 11:30am.  We will be meeting at the home of Jeanette and Gene Foster.  It 
will be a picnic; with everyone bringing a covered dish.     In July, we will meet at the home of Barbara and Joe Heins. Details TBA.  
August meeting TBA.   Anyone and everyone is invited to join in and become a part of SALT.   If you have any questions, please con-
tact Gayle at 525-6612. 

 
Tuesday Night Small Group  
We meet on first and third Tuesdays in the church parlor at 7:00pm. Facilitator - Liz Jarvis 
Join us in prayer, and then pull up a chair to watch an episode of Joan of Arcadia, the Emmy-nominated, People's Choice Award-winning 
TV series about a typical teenage girl whose life becomes particularly interesting when she receives visits and instructions from God. No 
homework is required, and lively discussion of God-sightings we see both in the film and in our own lives is guaranteed.  
 
Moms in Touch 
We meet every Wednesday that Bedford Co Schools are in session at 8:30 am in the parlor.  Facilitator - Patty Grier 
This group meets for intercessory prayer with our focus on our school, teachers, and children.  We welcome all women who want to "stand 
in the gap" in this way.  If you have any questions please contact Patty Grier 525-6612. 
 
Purdys' Pals  
2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month/Meeting in the Church conference room/5:30pm/Facilitator – Bill Purdy 
Bring sandwich and drink.  Group will be facilitated by Joe Heins in the absence of Bill Purdy.  Study is on the book “Let the Redeemed 
of the Lord Say So!”  Two of our members recently moved away – we welcome anyone who would like to join us. 
 
Not So Small Group 
Usually meet on Wednesday/in the church parlor/around 7:30pm/Facilitator - Kathy Janky 
Although we normally meet on Wednesday, we are flexible and proceed with a schedule that works with the group.  We are currently de-
ciding our nest study, if you would like to be included in the decision via e-mails, contact the small group coordinator at  
smgroupcoordinator@mountainviewumc.org.  Please check the bulletin and/or bulletin board in the Narthex for updates.   
 
Continued on page 5 . . .  
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lessly to keep us in a state of desperation.  But I am convinced that as relentless as the evil one appears that all his efforts pales in compari-
son to the relentless love that God has for each of us.   That's when the tug-of-war begins - and if you have the scars of His love on your 
arms, be very, very grateful.  He did not and will not ever let you go.   

    I offer you a prayer to be used when you become thirsty and in need of God nourishment.  Lord, I come thirsty. I come to drink, to re-
ceive. I receive your work on the cross and in your resurrection. I know my sins are pardoned, and my death is defeated. I receive your en-
ergy. Lord, Empowered by your Holy Spirit, I can do all things through Christ, who gives me strength. I belong to you. And I receive your 
love. Nothing can separate me from your love. 

      Don’t you need regular sips from God’s reservoir? I do.  Hope you join us at Mountain View Church and drink with me from God’s 
bottomless well. You don’t have to live with a dehydrated heart.   

Hope to see you in Church on Sunday,     

����������	�����������	�����������	�����������	���������������������������������������� �����������������������
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Thanks to all who have signed up so far!  Here’s 
how it looks: 

 2nd Sunday 4th Sunday 
 

Preschool  Gayle Saunders Gayle Saunders 
   Barbara Holloran 

 

K-2 Becky Hight Michaela Washburn 

 Caren Cereghino 

 

3-5  

 

Substitutes:  Carmen Castle 
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10 Great Dates 
JUNE 4th, July 2nd and August 2nd are our summer 2010 GREAT DATES!!!   Meet at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall for a fun short 
session before going on a date with your spouse to top off the evening!  Topics are: Find unity in diversity, build a creative love life 
and shared responsibility.  Choose any one of the area's fine restaurants, play putt-putt or take a moonlit walk. Re-energize your mar-
riage with "God as our glue"!  Questions??  E-mail Ellen Bohn at the church office.  (Please note change of e-mail address.) 
 
Mountain View Women United Also fondly known as the Flamingos  
(Fabulous Ladies At MountainView IN God's Ongoing Service) 
All women of Mountain View Church are considered a part of this lively and fun group!  We meet on the 4th Tuesday of each month to 
plot and scheme our activities.  We support many activities within the Church and participate in a lot of outreach to the community.  Come 
and see what we are up to and join in on the fun and laughter!!  For more information please contact Catherine Goetz (525-6612). 
 
Mountain Men (Mountain View United Methodist Men) 
Come fellowship and have fun with the Mountain Men!  We meet at Carol’s every Thursday morning at 7:00 am for breakfast, fellowship, 
devotions, prayer, and lively discussions.  We are the “Go To” group and make things happen for our Church ...and always in a fun way!  
Come join us before work as we can usually get you in and out by 7:45!  If you have any questions please contact Ron Boyer or Dave 
Shaw @ (434) 525-6612. 

MOUNTAIN VIEW SMALL GROUPS … continued  from page 2 

12th Annual Church 
Yard Sale 

Saturday, June 19 
7am 

Pre-sale—Friday, June 18, 6-8pm 
 

You may begin bringing your treasures for the 
yard sale beginning Sunday, June 13, 3-6pm. 
Mon thru Thurs, 8:30am—4:30pm;  
Wed and Thurs, 6—8pm 
If you need a pickup at your home, please con-
tact Dave Shaw at dshaw06@verizon.net or 
call 525-6896. 
Any other questions please call Gayle at  
525-6612. 
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Mountain View United Methodist Church 
1077 Viewpoint Lane 

P.O. Box 543  -  Forest, VA 24551 

(434) 525-6612 - Phone  -  (434) 525-1336 - Fax 

 
Worship Services        Sunday School 

   10:00 a.m.             9:00 a.m. 

Nursery Provided 

Office Hours: Mon.- Fri.  8:30 am –4:30 pm 

www.mountainviewumc.org 

 

Office Staff 

Rev. Steve Propst, Pastor 

Joy Pantana, Music Director 

Gayle Saunders, Administrative Assistant 

Pat Hubbard and Melissa Nelson, Child Care 

Tammy Carter, The Knight’s Club After School Program 

 

Our Missionary 

Jacques Umembudi Akasa 

E-mail: ujacques1@juno.com 
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