
     Over the past year and a half our economy has been unstable to say the least.  This 
instability has caused all of us to re-evaluate our spending habits.  It has forced us to 
tighten up our spending belts.  It has caused a great deal of us to make tremendous 
sacrifice in order to make ends meet.  My family is among those forced to make deci-
sions that has caused sacrifice and adjustment.  One such sacrifice—though it is mini-

mal compared to other people’s sacrifices is our giving up our home telephone.  We could not justify the price we were paying com-
pared to the minimal calls we were receiving—a majority of which were telemarketers.  However, by giving up our home phone we 
now rely upon our cell phones which have a limited amount of minutes per month.  Thus we have to be frugal in when we talk to 
others and how long we talk.  This has been an adjustment and a sacrifice that we decided to make.  To be honest, it has not been an 
easy one but we are adjusting. 

    Really making sacrifice is nothing new. It is something that we do regularly but often times the sacrifice is so small that it goes 
unaware.   But recently the impact of our need to make sacrifices has greatly impacted our lives. 

     As Christians, we are constantly instructed to make sacrifices because we serve a God who made the ultimate sacrifice for us.  For 
that very reason we are called to offer our sacrifices to God in return.  These sacrifices will call us to reprioritize our lives.  Often 
times this reprioritizing demands sacrifice, I believe that if we make a sacrifice and it has no adverse affect upon us then we have not 
truly made a sacrifice.  In some mysterious way true sacrifice often calls for us to give a piece of ourselves away.  

     Two years ago I was given a Christian novel to read by a friend entitled: “The Shack” by William P. Young.  I have enjoyed read-
ing this book.  However, I will admit that this book has forced me to think outside of the box in some of my Christian understand-
ings.  I would encourage you to purchase this book and read it for yourself.  It is a good read and I would recommend it to you.  

      In “The Shack” there is a legend about an Indian Maid that I would like to share with you.  I believe as you read that you’ll dis-
cover there is a sacrificial message running throughout the story. 

      The tale centered on a princess, the only child left to her aging father.  The chief loved his 
daughter dearly and carefully picked out a husband for her; a young warrior chief of the Clatsop 
tribe, whom he knew she loved.  The two tribes came together to celebrate the days of the wed-
ding feast, but before it could begin, a terrible sickness began to spread among the men, killing 
many. 

      The elders and the chiefs met to discuss what they could do about the wasting disease that 
was quickly decimating their warriors.  The oldest medicine man among them spoke of how his 
own father, when aged and near death had foretold of a terrible sickness that would kill their 
men, an illness that could only be stopped if a pure an innocent daughter of a chief would will-
ingly give up her life for her people.  In order to fulfill the prophecy, she must voluntarily climb 
to a cliff above the Big River and from there jump to her death onto the rocks below. 

      A dozen young women, all daughters of the various chiefs, were brought before the council.  
After considerable debate the elders decided that they could not ask for such a precious sacrifice, 
especially for a legend they weren’t sure was true. 

      But the disease continued to spread unabated among the men and eventually the young war-
rior chief, the husband-to-be, fell ill with the sickness.  The princess who loved him knew in her 
heart that something had to be done, and after cooling his fever and kissing him softly on the 
forehead, she slipped away. 

      It took her all night and the next day to reach the place spoken of in the legend, a towering 
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Get ready for VALENTINE’S DAY 
(That’s February 14th!) 

The Youth have a mission to go on a Mission and have a fundraiser that will help you out!!  
Buy a carnation for $3.00 and we will wrap it up with a special treat, include a card and 
hand deliver them at Sunday service on Valentine’s Day.  Don’t forget your Sweetheart, 
Mom, Dad, Grandparents and friends.  For fun, you could even sign anonymous!  Fill out 
the info below and place it in the offering plate along with your payment.  Make 
checks payable to Mountain View and put "Valentine Fundraiser" in the memo.  We will 
also have a table set up in the Narthex.  All money raised will go to send as many Youth as 
we can to our summer Mission Trip.  Thank you for your support! 

 

 

To: ______________________________________________________________ 

From: ____________________________________________________________ 

How many x $3.00 __________ 

To: ______________________________________________________________ 

From: ____________________________________________________________ 

How many x $3.00 __________  

To: ______________________________________________________________ 

From: ____________________________________________________________ 

How many x $3.00 __________ 

 

Please contact Tamera Ehlinger with question 525-6612 
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10 Great Dates 
  

Join us Friday, February 5th at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall to begin our 
sessions with a short video, discussion and then a date with your 
spouse to top off the evening!  Choose any one of the area's fine restau-
rants, go bowling or take a moonlit walk. Re-energize your marriage 
with "God as our glue" ! 

Questions?? 
e-mail Ellen Bohn or call the church office.  

Books are $15.  This group will meet the 2nd Friday of each month for 10 months. 
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cliff overlooking the Big River and the lands below.  After praying and giving herself to the Great Spirit, she fulfilled the prophecy 
by jumping without hesitation to her death on the rocks below. 

      Back at the village the next morning, those who had been sick arose well and strong.  There was great joy and celebration until 
the young warrior discovered that his beloved bride was missing.  As the awareness of what had happened spread rapidly among the 
people, many began the journey to the place where they knew they would find her.  As they silently gathered around her broken body 
at the base of the cliff, her grief-stricken father cried out to the Great Spirit, asking that her sacrifice would always be remembered.  
At that moment, water began to fall from the place where she had jumped, turning into a fine mist that fell at their feet, slowly form-
ing a beautiful pool. [William P. Young, The Shack pp. 28-30 Windblown Media 2007] 

      This parable has all the elements of a true redemption story very much like the story of Jesus.  Of course in the scripture we read 
these words from Jesus: “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15: 13)  Of course we 
remember that Jesus did lay down his life for us all.  The life of a follower of Christ should also be a life that is willing to make ex-
treme sacrifices for Christ.  As we are now into a new year, a new decade let us look to Christ the “author and perfecter of our 
faith” (Heb12:2) in order to discover or rediscover a life of sacrifice and commitment.  I believe that a life surrendered to the pur-
poses of Christ is well worth the risk.  Come join with me and the other committed Disciples of Christ at Mountain View Church as 
we worship and strive to glorify Christ in all we do!   

 

Hope to see you in Church on Sunday!  

���������	
	�

“Sacrifice!” continued from page 1 

WHAT ARE SMALL GROUPS UP TO? 
 

Our small groups & short studies are going strong at Mountain View!  Many 
are just starting new or different studies so if you see something you like, we 
invite you to join in.  You can also check out the bulletin board in the Nar-
thex for updated information as well as the website 
www.MountainViewUMC.org.  I know I missed a few groups - 
sorry!  Please send me your info and I will get it in next month - smgroupco-
ordinator@mountainviewumc.com! 

  

Tuesday night small group 
After a brief hiatus over the holidays, the Tuesday Evening Small Group will begin meeting again first and third Tuesdays at 
7pm in the church parlor.  January 19, we'll be watching the pilot of the award-winning TV series Joan of Arcadia, a show about 
a teenager who moves to a new town with her family, and whose life gets especially interesting when God starts paying her vis-
its.  Following discussion of the 40 minute show, we'll define our study plan for our Tuesday evenings that precede the begin-
ning of Lent; we will also determine our plans for Lenten study during next Tuesday night's get-together.  By the time you read 
this details should be on the bulletin board in the Narthex. 

  

Wednesday night small group 
The "no-name yet" small group is meeting at Bill & Kathy Janky's home on January 27 at 7pm.  We will be starting the 4 week 
study that uses the "Lucy" show as its basis for discussion and Bible study.  This group has been meeting since the fall; the 
"Lucy" study is their second study.   

  

The Followers 
The Followers Small Group will meet on Sunday, January 17, at 11:30am in the Conference Room.  We will begin our study of 
the book Joshua by Joseph Girzone.  Anyone interested is invited to attend.  If you have any questions about this small group 
please contact Penny Waldmann or Kim Phillips 525-6612.  
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Service 
February 17 

7:00pm 

"The Request Is coming? 36500-400-34-8?" 

Yummy Fundraiser  
Coming Your Way..... 

  

PEAKS will be selling homemade 
bread on March 7 and March 14 to 
raise money for the program. We 

raised $200 in September and have used almost all of that 
to buy supplies for the missions and art projects we've 
done.  We are considering using a new curriculum for 
2010-2011 and would like to raise the money to buy those 
materials. Our goal is to raise $300 - to cover expenses for 
the rest of the winter/spring PEAKS meetings, purchase 
the new curriculum, and have a bit extra for the missions 
projects we want to do in 2010-2011. We'll have our table 
set up in the Narthex and look forward to seeing you in 
March! Many, many thanks for your ongoing support of 
this wonderful program. We have around 25 kids every 
time we meet and numerous volunteers working with the 
kids and making dinner. 

Help Needed for our Church Pantry 
Please consider picking up a few items for our kitchen pantry when you do your grocery shopping. (No money was budgeted for our 
pantry supplies this year)  The following is a list of items that are usually kept on hand in our pantry for church activities. 

 

Pantry Supplies                                                          Coffee Supplies 

9 or 12 oz. cold paper cups                                        8 oz. coffee cups 

5 oz. cold paper cups                                                 Regular and Decaf coffee (Any brand) 

8 oz coffee cups                                                           Half & Half 

Dinner size paper plates     Flavored Creamers    

Small dessert size paper plates   Sugar Canisters 

Soup-size bowls     Sweeteners (Sweet and Low) 

Napkins      Coffee Filters 

Beverage napkins     Tea Bags (Black and Herbal Tea)  

Plastic knives, forks, spoons    Lemonade Powder Mix 

 

Other Items Aluminum Foil 

Plastic wrap                                                                 Trash Bags – Kitchen size - 13 gal. 

Wax paper     Trash Bags - Drum liners - 55 gal. 

Ziploc type bags (sandwich, 1 qt, 1 gal.)       Dish Soap 

Table Coverings on Roll     Bleach 

Paper Towels     Scouring pads 

 

Donations of these items would be greatly appreciated.  If you would prefer to make a cash donation, I would be happy to shop for 
you.  Donations can be accepted as a check written to MV with Kitchen pantry or #581 written on the memo line, or given directly to 
Pat Kuhland with a note of the items you wish for me to purchase on your behalf.   I do shop with the church Sam’s card to get these 
items tax exempt.  Donations are also accepted on Sunday mornings at the Crossbucks cart.  If you have any questions please call Pat 
Kuhland (525-6612).  Thank you for your support and generosity this coming year. 
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The Mountain View United Methodist Men 
Will be Sponsoring The  

2010 “Valentine Cruise” Dinner 
February 13 

Location:  Mountain View Cruise Lines 

Cost:  $25 per cruise Couple  * $12.50 per cruise single 

Time:   6:30pm Hors d’oeuvres with Cruise Captain  

7:00pm Valentine Cruise Dinner 



Mountain View United Methodist Church 
1077 Viewpoint Lane 

P.O. Box 543  -  Forest, VA 24551 

(434) 525-6612 - Phone  -  (434) 525-1336 - Fax 

 
Worship Services        Sunday School 

   10:00 a.m.             9:00 a.m. 

Nursery Provided 

Office Hours: Mon.- Fri.  8:30 am –4:30 pm 

www.mountainviewumc.org 

Office Staff 

Rev. Steve Propst  -  Pastor 

Joy Pantana  -  Director of Music 

Gayle Saunders  -  Administrative Assistant 

Pat Hubbard and Melissa Nelson 

Child Care 

Tammy Carter 
The Knight’s Club After School Program 

 

 

Our  Missionary 

Jacques Umembudi Akasa 

E-mail: ujacques1@juno.com 


